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1. In response to the invitation of the Kyrgyz Central Election Commission (CEC), the OIC delegation composed of Ambassador Ali Abolhassani, Mr. Siddiq Adam and Mr. Ali Karagul also attended the monitoring process of the Kyrgyz constitution referendum on 7-12 December 2016.

2. Prior to the referendum day, the delegation was received by the Head of the Kyrgyz CEC who briefed the delegation on the legal background and preparation efforts for the referendum.It was told that for the first time in Kyrgyzstan the opposition groups were registered by the CEC, which was a very important step for strengthening democracy in the country. The delegation also met the Head of the Asian Department in the Kyrgyz Foreign Ministry and discussed different aspects of new changes to the Constitution. 

3. The OIC delegation also met with the opposition and supporting groups to the referendum and listen to them for almost two hours. (the meetings were coordinated and arranged by the CEC and the Kyrgyz Foreign Ministry). The main concern of the opposition groups was the timing of the referendum as they argued that in accordance with the law the referendum should take place in 2020. 

4. On the referendum day, polling stations were opened from 8:00 to 20:00. The OIC delegation could observe the process from the opening till the end of voting when the ballots were counted.

5. Similar to the last Parliamentary elections in Kyrgyzstan, this referendum was also based on using biometric data of eligible voters. Although the process was new and difficult, the Kyrgyz authorities managed it without major difficulties. (there were some minor problems in the course of finger printing and using computers).

6. The referendum was generally smooth, calm, transparent, free and well-organized. 

7. At the end of the referendum day, the OIC delegation made a press briefing and stated its positive position on the referendum process. It also made some interviews with the local TV channels. The Kyrgyz authorities appreciated the attendance of the OIC delegation and its positive remarks and position. 

8.  The results of the referendum showed that more than 79 percent of the eligible voters supported the amendments to the Constitution.

9. Amendments to the Constitution would seek to create a system of checks and balances between branches of the government, though give more powers to the Kyrgyz parliament andPrime Minister who is appointed by the Parliament.
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